An epidemic of a cholera-like disease occurred among Khmers in a camp in Aranyaprathet, Thailand, in May 1990. Of 215 patients with diarrhea, Vibrio cholerae 01 was isolated from 25 (12%) and V. cholerae non-Ol was isolated from 15 (7%). Five of 15 (33%) non-Ol V. cholerae isolates hybridized with two different oligonucleotide probes previously used to detect V. cholerae non-Ol that produces a heat-stable toxin. This is the first description of an epidemic of diarrhea caused by V. cholerae non-Ol that produces heat-stable toxin.
Vibrio cholerae serovar non-01 is frequently isolated from sewage, estuarine waters, seafood (e.g., oysters and crabs), and animals (4, 7, 16, 25) in cholera-endemic and noncholera-endemic countries (3); this organism has been associated with sporadic episodes of diarrhea worldwide (1, 5, 11, 14, 18, 21, 23, 26) but does not cause pandemics. The clinical spectrum of diarrhea associated with V. cholerae non-O1 includes mild watery diarrhea of 1 or 2 days duration, a severe dehydrating disease resembling cholera, and dysentery (26, 27) . A number of different V. cholerae non-O1 putative virulence determinants have been identified, including the El Tor and Kanagawa hemolysins (10, 12) , shiga-like toxin (20) , cholera toxin (CT) (28) , and cell-associated hemagglutinins (29) . Differences in the presence of virulence factors between V. cholerae non-O1 of clinical origins and those of environmental origins have been sought, but no definite association of these virulence determinants with clinical isolates has been found (6, 7, 13, 15 Conventional bacteriology. Rectal or stool swabs were inoculated into Cary Blair transport medium, held at 4°C, and cultured within 48 h of collection on thiosulfate-citratebile salts medium (Difco, Detroit, Mich.) at 37°C before and after enrichment in alkaline peptone water. Vibrios were serotyped and biotyped by the method of Sakazaki (24) . This includes a positive oxidase reaction; the ability to grow at an NaCl concentration of 0% but not at 7% in 10% tryptone broth; the ability to ferment glucose, saccharose, and mannose but not arabinose; no motility; a positive indole reaction; and production of lysine and ornithine decarboxylase but not arginine dehydroxylase or hydrogen sulfide (detectable in triple sugar iron agar or Kligler iron agar medium).
V. cholerae isolates were tested for hemolysis of sheep erythrocytes, polymyxin B susceptibility, and agglutination in V. cholerae 01 Ogawa and Inaba antisera (Difco). Antibiotic susceptibilities were determined by the Bauer-Kirby method (2). Specimens were not examined for diarrheogenic Escherichia coli, Shigella spp., Campylobacter spp., or rotavirus.
Hybridization procedures. V. cholerae 01 and non-Ol isolates were tested for hybridization with a 32P-labeled gene probe coding for CT (22) as previously described (8) . Two oligonucleotide probes, one described by Hoge et al. (9) (Fig. 1) . A total of 27 V. cholerae 01 strains (25 patients with cholera and 2 family contacts) were isolated from Khmers during the surveillance period. All 
